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NEW OPPORTUNITIES – LAKESHORE GARDENS! 

Last April, at our Fourth Annual Fundraiser, I announced the exciting news that Gracious Grounds had been invited 

by Chad Bush and his Development Team into a project that they were hopeful to build on a 14 acre parcel behind     

D&W in Grand Haven. Today, it’s exciting to share, that construction has begun on Lakeshore Gardens! 156 units 

will be built, consisting of six buildings, with a 3,400-square-foot clubhouse with a pool, hot tub, community room 

and fitness center. Gracious Grounds will reside in one building, absorbing a total of 24 units - 7 one bedroom/one 

bath and 14 two bedroom/two bath apartments! We are so grateful to Chad Bush and his team for having the vision 

necessary to build this wonderful opportunity in Grand Haven . . . AND INCLUDING US IN IT!!!  

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PART OF THIS NEW AND EXCITING OPPORTUNITY? 

If you have a loved one, or know of an individual with a unique ability, please spread the news about this once in a 

lifetime opportunity! Gracious Grounds is currently accepting applications for new residents as well as Resident     

Assistants as we prepare to embark on this new and very exciting journey! Contact Sandy at 231-750-1205 or at  

sandy@graciousgrounds.org for further information! 



Marcy Willey 

Marcy Willey 

For the last few years I have 

been “holding the fort” with the 

guys and gals at Gracious 

Grounds. Although I was a 

High School Teacher for many 

years, this has been an even 

better experience because I am 

doing the learning now. All of 

the residents at Gracious 

Grounds are teaching me new 

ways to look at life and at the 

world, filled with good sense and caring. I love spending time 

with each and every one of them and leave their home  feeling 

uplifted and grateful. 

Laurie and her eldest son, Matthew  

We LOVE our volunteers! 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are you doing for others?”   

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

We are so grateful for our volunteers!  

Joanne Lucas-Lachney 

“My friends brought me to Gracious Grounds. Friends like 

Mitchel, Kate, and their parents. They told me of many 

more families that I have known since the late 80’s, were 

also involved. These families finally had opportunities  for 

independent adult living. I also learned former Spring Lake 

Teacher, Principal, and Parent, Sandy Baker, was responsi-

ble for making this dream a reality. I just had to inquire! 

Sandy said, ‘Of course, there is a place for you here!’ The 

rest is history! 

I am just a small part of this wonderful organization that is 

gifted by so many people and businesses in and around our 

local community. When I open the door to 1515 Despelder 

every week for a few hours, I feel as if I am coming home 

to warmth, smiles, laughter, challenges and love all 

wrapped up in an attractive, cozy home. I love sitting 

around that kitchen table talking, snacking and planning. 

My wealth of friends has increased as well as my 

knowledge and skills, although, my foosball skills show 

absolutely no growth, what so ever. My heart is warm and 

my cup over flows every Thursday!  

Laurie Mason 

“For many years, I was a substitute teacher in Spring Lake. Over the years, I fell in love 

with the students in the self contained classrooms. They truly touched my heart. After my 

boys were graduated and gone, I decided to get back into teaching. With the generous 

help from Sandy and many other Special Education teachers from Spring Lake, I received 

my certification in Learning Disabilities. I taught Special Education at Kenowa Hills High 

School for 5 years, then retired a second time from education. Retirement is wonderful, 

but I felt a need to do something worthwhile with my time. I heard about Gracious 

Grounds while looking into helping out at a local ministry and immediately knew that this was where God was leading me. That 

very next day, I called Sandy and said that I wanted to be involved! And here I am– loving every minute of being a part of this 

amazing vision! 

Being a part of Gracious Grounds has filled a void in my life. While most of my friends are grandparents, we have not yet been 

blessed to enjoy that stage of life. I was feeling a need for something important in my life-something that I could pour my heart 

and soul in to as people do with grandkids. I prayed about it, knowing that God would show me where He wanted me. I have 

loved being reconnected with Sandy and with Mitch and Rica, who I had the privilege of teaching when I did a long-term sub job 

at Spring Lake High School. I have also been blessed to get to know all of the other wonderful young people who reside at Gra-

cious Grounds. They are so very special, and it is a joy to see them life such independent, fulfilling lives, surrounded by so many 

people who love and support them. I am so thankful for Sandy welcoming me into this beautiful community of Gracious 

Grounds and its amazing supporters in the Tri-Cities area. Thank-You form the bottom of my heart, I am blessed beyond 



What’s new at Gracious Grounds?  

Gracious Grounds is excited to introduce our new tagline! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bowling at Northway Lanes 
DeSpelder Pumpkin Carving Grand Haven Boardwalk 

Vander Mill Lewis Farms  Allendale Pumpkin Walk Lewis Farm Market and Petting Zoo 

Our Assistant Director, Montana Florea, 

is enjoying her new role as the Despelder 

Resident Assistant! 

Montana would like to 

thank all of the families 

and residents that have  

provided support while she 

has been attending school! 

 

Farewell Diane Simpson . . .  

“It is with great sadness in our hearts that we say 

farewell, for now, to Diane Simpson. Diane has 

been an integral part of our organization, as Ben’s 

Life Coach, volunteer extraordinaire, and faithful 

friend to all of the residents and families that she 

has been connected with. Thank you, Diane for the 

investment of your time, your talents, and your 

love. We wish you the best in your retirement!” 

 

- Sandy Baker, Executive Director  

“There are no words that can describe the connec-

tion between Diane and those she serves. Diane is 

the epitome of servant leadership. She is more than 

support. She is trust, and comfort, and consistency, 

and unconditional love. She is a problem solver, a 

thinker, a smart talent of the rarest kind. Diane is 

authentic and compassionate and a lifelong friend. 

We know that no matter what journey she chooses 

next, she will take those she holds in her heart with 

her. Just as we go with her, she goes with us. To our 

friend and mentor and advisor and cheerleader and 

advocate we thank you for being a part of our life. 

We are better because of you!” 

Love, Ben Ben McClure, Despelder Resident  



 
Leadership Team 
 
Officers 
Kevin Green, President 
Dennis Swartout, Vice President 
Jennifer VanSkiver, Secretary 
Lisa Ashcraft, Treasurer 
 

Directors 
Katie Appold  
Gay Cole 
Ken Lampe 
Lauren Reenders  
Jeff Troupe 

Executive Director 
Sandy Baker 
 
Assistant Director 
Montana Florea 
 

Contact  
 
www.graciousgrounds.org 
Mail: 
PO Box 393  
Spring Lake, MI  49456 

Follow us on Facebook 
Facebook.com/graciousgrounds 

Impact Opportunities  

On Saturday, December 1st, the residents and 

staff of Gracious Grounds participated in the 

Grand Haven Jingle Bell Parade. Although it 

was a wet and windy night, fun was had by all!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from 

your friends at Gracious Grounds!  

Care and Share Night  

Monday, February 4, 2019  

5-8 PM    10% of Sales  

Gracious Grounds Fifth 

Annual Gala  

Thursday,  April 25,  2019 

5:30 PM  - 8:30 PM 

Do you enjoy exercising?  

Come exercise with our residents!  

Do you enjoy playing board games?  

Come enjoy an evening of games with our residents! 

Do you enjoy driving? 

Avenues of transportation are needed for our  

residents when public transit is unavailable!  

Do you enjoy cooking and baking?  

Come share your skills with our residents!  


