
December 2019 Newsletter

Please join us Thursday, April 23 from 5:45-

8:30pm at the Spring Lake Country Club, in a 

collaborative effort to raise funds for the future 

development of Gracious Grounds! 

The social hour will feature a cash bar and an 

opportunity to mingle with the residents, their 

families, fellow supporters, and the Board of 

Directors. An elegant meal will follow at 6:30pm 

with an update on the organization and special 

messages from several residents. 

Tickets are $65 per person. If you would like to 

sponsor a table for $650 you will receive up to 8 

seats at your table for guests. Additionally, you will be 

recognized on our social, and the evening of the 

event. 

Please RSVP by April 15 at graciousgrounds.org. 

We look forward to seeing you at this heartwarming 

event!

Dear Friends,

What began as a dream just six years ago…has now become a reality – THANKS TO YOU!!!

The generosity shown by so many people over the last couple of years has led us to develop several independent 

living opportunities for people with unique abilities. Thanks to YOU and others through the community, fifteen 

young men and women are now enjoying a life that was also their dream a short time ago. AND, in just about six 

months, 35 more people will be living their dream life!!! GRACIOUS GROUNDS is well on its way toward fulfilling its 

mission of offering housing to people with unique abilities in numbers never before seen in the Tri-Cities. As 

exciting as this all might be – the real excitement can be felt in the words of some of the residents:

Mitch Tennyson - “I like living at Gracious Grounds so I can have my own independence just like 

everyone else.”

Katie Cole – “I love living at Gracious Grounds because I can hang out with my friends who are just 

like family to me.  I’m proud to be responsible for my own apartment.” 

Alex Thelen – “We are independent. I like to cook my own meals. I like to do things with my friends.  I 

love my family, but I’m happy to be living on my own at Gracious Grounds.” 

Rikki Will – “I like living at Gracious Grounds. I can be with my friends and be independent.  I like all 

the activities I can do at Gracious Grounds.”

Today, we are launching our 2019 year-end campaign.  Our goal is to raise $50,000 to begin the initial phases of 

developing our property in Ferrysburg.  

Would you be willing to make a special year-end donation of $50, $100, $500, or whatever you can afford to 

help us meet our goal to create more housing for people with unique abilities in our community?

We simple can’t do it without you! Your support will make a real, lasting impact in the lives of those who are seeking 

housing in our community. Thank you for your continued support and friendship!

With Grace and Gratitude,

The Gracious Grounds Board of Directors



I have had a passion for many years to work with people who are differently abled. I 

have been coaching with Special Olympics Michigan for many years, been a special 

education advocate and am a parent to a differently abled child. I chose to become 

involved with Gracious Grounds because I believe in the mission and love the fact 

that this is a parent supported program. I have the honor of watching the residents at 

the Ohio Ave. building grow and reach their maximum potential. I enjoy providing 

support to the residents as needed and being a part of their community that they have 

created.—Kathy

Meet The RA’S

We are Tom and Jamie Langeler and with our son, Keegan, have moved into 

Despelder as RA's this past September. This blessed adventure began a few years 

ago through our friendship with the first RA's, the Butterys. Through various 

activities, we noticed that as a whole the residents are a magnetic group of people 

with their kindness and laughter. Also, as individuals, they have giving and gracious 

hearts. They made such an impression on us that we started volunteering weekly 

and we have continually been blessed by them. As a family, we learned that we 

enjoy sharing our home and life with others when we started hosting exchange 

students three years ago. We now see through that experience also, how the Lord 

was preparing our path to Gracious Grounds. We're in awe that we can be part of 

this ministry and serve together. What a rare experience that we get to share life with 

such wholesome and inspiring people.

Dear Residents, Family, and Friends of Gracious Grounds:

We are pleased to let you know that Rose Dunlap is joining us to serve in the position of Operations Manager. Her 

first day on site will be December 13th. 

Rose has a 20-year career in Radio Sales, Marketing and as the Director of Operations for WGHN radio and its 

companion stations. She brings with her a wide scope of knowledge in organizational support, event execution, 

human resources, team training, community outreach, and client retention. She has worked with numerous Non-Profit 

Organizations both within the Tri-Cities and along the lake shore, creating radio branding awareness campaigns 

along with ongoing radio partnerships and is active in the Grand Haven Chamber of Commerce.

Rose has lived in Spring Lake for 24 years with her husband Harold who has worked in the car-wash industry for over 

25 years. They have two children, Aubrey (21) will be graduating from Wayne State University in the Spring of 2020 

with a BA in Public Health and will go on to pursue her Master's Degree. Eric (19) is currently attending Muskegon 

Community College and will be transferring to Western Michigan University in the Fall of 2020 to continue studying 

Psychology.

Rose and her Husband enjoy spending family time together, hunting for Antiques and adding to their collection of 

vinyl records. Rose has enjoyed running since 2005 and has completed countless 5K's, Trail Runs, Mud Runs, even 

a Half Marathon. Lastly, she is a member of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and attends Pow Wow's 

throughout the year with her Family and Sister’s continuing to honor their Native American traditions and beliefs. 

Rose is excited and looking forward to the opportunity to get to

know each of you as she provides guidance and leadership to 

our organization.

Thank you for your support and confidence in Gracious Grounds. 

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors 





Officers

Kevin Green, President

Dennis Swartout, Vice President

Jennifer VanSkiver, Secretary

Lisa Ashcraft, Treasurer

Thank you to WGHN for sharing partial 

proceeds of the Fall Auction with US!

Thank you to Erick Johnson and JSJ for 

creating an opportunity for us to achieve a 

matching grant from their philanthropic!

We Just Want to Say THANKS!

Polishing Our Pearl of Greatest Price

Thank you to Deb Stanley for writing this 

beautiful devotional and donating part of 

the proceeds from the sales of the book 

to Gracious Grounds. Please consider 

purchasing this wonderful book for 

Christmas presents-$18.95 on Amazon!

Leadership Team

Directors

Katie Appold

Gay Cole

Lauren Gowman

Jeff Troupe

Erin Lyon

Thank you to Heritage Properties, Chef Brenda Olson, for 

organizing a wonderful Roaring 20's party at the Grand Haven 

Eagles Club. We had a wonderful time dancing to the oldies as 

well as participating in a silent auction and sharing wonderful 

food and beverages! 
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