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It All Adds Up! 
One family’s unique way of paying it forward...
On February 13, 2013 Ed Jacobs passed on due to cancer. He was 
a veteran, a lover of Nascar and Elvis, and a creative, gentle person. 
He had 3 daughters, 6 grandchildren, and 2 sons-in-law. They would 
regularly meet at Clover Bar for family dinners, where Grandpa 
would generously give the kids quarters to play video games. After 
his death, he asked that his family “pay it forward.” The family decid-
ed, in order to honor his request, that they would collect quarters all 
year long, and then on or around his birthday, choose an organiza-
tion to receive the donation. Each year a diff erent grandchild gets to 
choose this organization, something that may be close to their own 
heart. It has been a fun new tradition, and this year the beautiful, 
new local organization Gracious Grounds was the choice! 

Pictured left to right: Tanner Wambaugh, Ronda (Jacobs) Lehner, Tyler Wam-
baugh, Mary Trumpfheller, Sandy Baker (founder of Gracious Grounds), Jager 
Lankamp, Caleb Davis, Shana (Jacobs) Davis, Chloe Davis, Gerrit Lankamp, Tisha 
(Jacobs) Lankamp, Dave Lehner, Kenady Lankamp, David (resident of Gracious 
Grounds).

1Prepare a meal or snack 
for at least eight people 

and bless the hard-working 
residents of our DeSpelder 
house! This is an especially 
wonderful gift now, while our 
kitchen is under renovation. 
Contact Sandy Baker to 
arrange a drop-off  time and 
menu. Gift cards to local 
restaurants which provide 
carryout are also greatly 
appreciated. 

2          Give a gracious gift    
this Christmas! Have 

someone to shop for who 
already has everything? 
You can provide a donation 
for the work of Gracious 
Grounds in the name of a 
loved one. Depending upon 
the size of the gift, a letter 
or plaque will be sent to the 
person the gift is made in 
honor of. Bless a loved one 
and those we serve!

Ways You Can 
Pay it Forward...



New Faces and Spaces at 
1515 South DeSpelder!
Gracious Grounds welcomes Ben McClure, 
Teresa Klomp and Jessica Smallegan into the 
home on Despelder.  Ben keeps busy in the 
community by volunteering at Family Video and 
running his own business, “It’s BEN done!”  If 
you need any errands taken care of, your mail 
picked up 
while on 
vacation, 
your dog 
walked, 
then, don’t 
hesitate to contact Ben at Gracious Grounds!  
Teresa is employed as a Culinary Aide at the 
Grand Pines Assisted Living Facility in Grand 
Haven.  She sets up and serves breakfast and 

lunch meals to 
the residents 
at the Facility.  
Jessica is 
employed 
by Herman 
Miller in both 
Holland and 
Spring Lake 
and shares 
her time with 
Bellevita and 
Indian Trails 
two days a 
week.  Eric 
Baker, Zach 

Barker and David Ruwe continued to reside at 
the home as well.  Eric works at Herman Miller 
in Spring Lake.  Zach works at the Grand Pines 
Assisted Living Facility and David works at 
Leppinks.  Teresa states, “I enjoy the people 
I live with.  There is never a dull moment.  I’m 
happy that I found employment at the Grand 
Pines Assisted Living Facility.  I love the people 
there.  Most of the residents are happy and 
treat me with respect.  I am more connected to 
Grand Haven now that I work in the community.  
I am beginning to feel more connected to the 
community that I was born in!”

Jody and Wayne Buttery, the house “parents” at 
DeSpelder, have moved into their 435 square 
foot living space on the lower level of Despelder.  
A grant from the Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation provided this opportunity.  West-
wind Construction transformed the space from a 
storage room into a space containing a bedroom, 
bathroom, living area and kitchenette.  We are 
so thankful!!!

I enjoy the people I live 
with. There is never a dull 
Moment!



The home on DeSpelder is about to undergo a 
major kitchen renovation!  We received a grant 
through the Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation affording us the opportunity to rede-
sign the dated space.  New cabinets and canned 
lighting will be a nice feature, as well as a large 
open space to accommodate a table for 8-10.  
Two refrigerators, two stoves, two dishwashers 
and two microwaves will complete the space.  
Work is about to begin with Westwind Construc-
tion, Straight Line Design and Bekins Appliances, 
working together to make this dream come true!!

Renovating Lives (and buildings)!
Serving up a NEW KITCHEN!
Construction begins at 1515 DeSpelder

A team from John-
son Controls volun-
teered their time and 
muscles to provide 
the demolition work 
on the old kitchen. 

On “Demo Day” the temperature spiked to over 
90-degrees! Thank you Johnson Controls for 
your generosity in giving your time and drive in 
working in steamy conditions!

We are in need of new windows throughout the 
home on DeSpelder. This home was built in 1981 
and the windows are original to the property, re-
flecting the many wonderful uses the building has 
provided, and the many lives served here. Many 
of the cranks are no longer functional and the 
screens are in a state of disrepair. 

We are currently accepting bids from contractors 
for replacement windows that will keep this home 
cool in the summer and warm in the winter, as well 
as provide security and sunlight for our residents. 
 
If you are interested in giving to this much-needed 
repair, please consider sponsoring one of these 
areas: 

Room (6 sponsorships needed)  $700

Entryway     $5,000

Living Room    $2,000

Gifts of all sizes are needed and appreciated. Sim-
ply write “window” in the memo line of your check 
or note your online gift the same and we will des-
ignate your tax-deductible gift. Your generosity will 
bless the infrastructure of this wonderful home and 
each person who resides here. 

DeSpelder House Windows
A critical need for comfortable living

THANK YOU!!!
We are so grateful to 
our volunteers who 
consistently devote their 
time, gifts and talents to 
our mission.  We would like 
to publicly thank Joanne 
Lucas, Laurie Mason, 
Marcy Wilde, Bobby 
Smith, Heidi Pamerleaux, 
Carissa Herestad, and Montana Florea. Thank 
you to the Cole family and friends for donating 8 
tickets to a recent MSU game! For many of our 
residents this was their first time seeing a game!



PO Box 393
Spring Lake, MI 49417

A neat place to hang out with family 
and friends!
Two generous donations – one from the Spring Lake Rotarians and one 
from our friends at Camp Bluebird and Buc’s Pride – aff orded us the 
opportunity to purchase three hexagonal picnic tables for outside dining 
and activities.  Thank you to Rich and Gay Cole for their generous donation 
of umbrellas and stands and to Amy Maurer, Mike Rice and Mike Wagner 
for their donation of a grill.  Rica Kolen and Rikki Will said, “These tables 
give us a neat place to hang out with family and friends.” Thank you to the 
donors who also (anonymously) provided bike racks for our residents! 

Leadership Team Contact

Offi cers     Executive Director  info@graciousgrounds.org
Kevin Green, President   Sandy Baker    www.graciousgrounds.org
Dennis Swartout, Vice President       Mail:
Christine Oosting, Secretary        PO Box 393
Lisa Ashcraft, Treasurer        Spring Lake, MI 49456

Directors
Katie Appold (ex-offi cio member)      Follow us on Facebook
Gay Cole         facebook.com/graciousgrounds
Ken Lampe
Jennifer VanSkiver

Katie Appold (ex-offi cio member)      Follow us on Facebook
Gay Cole         facebook.com/graciousgrounds


