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The Fourth Annual Fundraiser was Spectacular!!! On April 12, 400 

people gathered together at the Spring Lake Country Club to dine and 

support the mission of Gracious Grounds! Highlights of the evening 

included organizational updates and dramatic speeches from the 

residents. Thank you to the 30 generous table sponsors that helped to 

underwrite the event! 

 

 

 

Shelby’s Table 

Leppinks 

Reenders Family 

Haven | A Creative Hub 

Eric’s Fans 

Eric’s Friends 

Bluewater Cabinetry  

and Design 

Supporters of Brandon Bucek 

Dave Ruwe Homes Team 

Westwind Contruction  

Shape Corporation 

Chris Oosting 

Scott Harestad and Associates 

Bob Voyt 

Grand Pines Assisted Living 

Village at the Pines 

Laux Family 

Friends of Katie Cole 

Trevor’s Team 

Team Alex  

St. Patrick’s Church 

Werner Roofing 

Star Crane and Hoist 

Friends of Becca 

Harborfront Hospital  

for Animals 

Main Street Capital  

Katie’s Crew 

Team Ash 

North Ottawa Community  

Hospital 

Montana Florea 

On February 19th, Laura 

Moran moved into Gra-

cious Grounds on Des-

pelder! Laura grew up in 

Livonia, Michigan with her 

sister and parents. Before 

moving into Gracious 

Grounds, Laura attended 

the Ready for Life Program 

at Hope College. One of 

Laura’s favorite weekly ac-

tivities is spending time 

with her CLS (Community 

Living Supports) worker, 

Torrie. Twice weekly, Laura 

and Torrie work together 

to accomplish house 

chores, cleaning, shopping, 

exercise, and meal prepa-

ration. Laura is continuing 

to excel in her new home 

at Gracious Grounds!  

Laura Moran  

Your generous donations have allowed us to:  

 Purchase and beautify the 7200 square foot 

home at 1515 Despelder for its six  

residents and house parents  

 Purchase a 15 passenger van 

 Purchase 8.2 acres in the city of Ferrysburg 

 Provide an outdoor living space at our apart-

ment building located at 1028 Ohio Street 

 Purchase and install new windows at our 

Despelder home 



Gracious Grounds Buys Land for Future Development 

Our dream of owning land for a future housing  

opportunity has come true! On April 6, 2018, Gra-

cious Grounds officially purchased 8.2 acres of land 

adjacent to the Ferrysburg City Hall. The land is 

beautiful, and the neighborhood contains all of the 

necessary necessities for future residents to grow and 

flourish as independent adults. This was a momen-

tous and pivotal day for the future of Gracious 

Grounds! As Executive Director, Sandy Baker, has 

previously stated, “We are merely in the ‘dream 

stage’ of what this property will grow to become.” 

We ask that you begin to dream with us and think 

how YOUR gifts and talents could be used to make 

this property a success!  

 

17290 Roosevelt Rd. Ferrysburg, MI 

 

Grand Haven High School Pay It Forward  

On May 12th, an evening of games, swimming, face 

painting, and delicious food was organized and staffed by 

the Grand Haven High Schools “Pay It Forward” group. 

We are so grateful for the students of Grand Haven High 

School to have thought of us for an event as well as the 

Spring Lake Aquatic Center for hosting us. A gracious gift 

of $800.00 was raised that evening! 



Hello! My name is Lauren Reenders and I am excited to be one of the 

newest members of the Gracious Grounds Board. I grew up in Grand 

Haven and went to Grand Haven High School, attended Hope College, 

and recently graduated with my MBA from Cornerstone University in 

early 2017. Currently, I am the Director of Operations for the Assisted 

Living portfolio for Heritage Property Management, which is also my 

family business.  

 

My relationship with Gracious Grounds started in 2016. Sandy Baker 

reached out to me so I could learn about what Gracious Grounds is and 

see if Heritage Property Management had any employment opportunities for her residents. I imme-

diately fell in love with the organization and what Sandy was providing for the community. Over 

the years, I have had the Gracious Grounds residents to my house for a summer fire, to my parents’ 

house for a swim and cook out, and recently I took the group to a Hope College basketball.  

 

I believe I can be an asset to Gracious Grounds because, in a way, senior living and Gracious 

Grounds are similar. We both work with vulnerable adults that need a lot of love, compassion and 

care. All in all, my vocation is helping others and I am lucky enough to do that daily in senior liv-

ing. Being a part of the Gracious Grounds Board will allow me to fill my cup even more. I can’t 

wait for this journey! There are big things in store! 

I have been a Special Education Teacher for students with Cognitive Im-

pairments at Grand Haven High School for the past eleven years, where I 

ensure students have the academic, employment, and independent living 

skills necessary to live a life as barrier free as possible. I've grown our 

community based work experiences for students with unique needs. In do-

ing so I have established partnerships with the business community and 

Grand Haven Area Public Schools that has allowed students to get on the 

job training experiences and job exploration opportunities that have led to 

gainful employment. 

 

I was born and raised in Grand Haven and my parents instilled a passion for community service in 

me from a young age.  My father served as the superintendent of the Ottawa Area Intermediate 

School District and served on numerous board and committees in the community.  I hope to honor 

his legacy by continuing to serve in similar roles.  Recently, I had the opportunity to serve on the 

Reimagine Project committee and have truly enjoyed the chance to serve the community.  In my role 

on the Reimagine Project. I have been focused on ensuring accessibility for students with special 

needs in the design of the new playground.   

 

My wife and I reside in Belmont with our three-year-old son, Liam.  My wife works in the Housing 

and Homeless Services Division at the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services in Lan-

sing. We remain actively involved in the Grand Haven community and are both committed to instil-

ling the value of community service in our son as my parents did for me. 

Lauren Reenders  

Jeff Troupe 

We are so thankful for our new BOARD MEMBERS! 



 
Leadership Team 
 
Officers 
Kevin Green, President 
Dennis Swartout, Vice President 
Jennifer VanSkiver, Secretary 
Lisa Ashcraft, Treasurer 
 

Directors 
Katie Appold  
Gay Cole 
Ken Lampe 
Lauren Reenders  
Jeff Troupe 

Executive Director 
Sandy Baker 
 
Assistant Director 
Montana Florea 
 

Contact  
 
info@graciousgrounds.org 
www.graciousgrounds.org 
Mail: 
PO Box 393  
Spring Lake, MI  49456 

Follow us on Facebook 
Facebook.com/graciousgrounds 

 

WE ARE BEYOND GRATEFUL! 

On Sunday, May 6, several members of the Covenant Life Church volunteered to spruce up the 

grounds at both properties. Mulch was added where needed and a lovely sitting area was added to 

the Apartment complex.  Thank you for donating your time to making us sparkle in the neighbor-

hood! We are blessed to have such giving people in our community!!! 

Save the Date! 

Smith’s Bayou 12th Annual Chili Cook-Off 

When: August 25th 

Where: Cecelia Lane, Ferrysburg, MI 

 

Gracious Grounds is honored to have been chosen 

for this years beneficiary of this community event!  

Chili sample tickets are available for purchase the 

day of the cook-off for $.50 each or 3/$1.00. 

We hope to see you there!  

Thank you so much to the Armory Art Center 

for hosting a painting class for the residents and 

staff to enjoy!  We had a blast!  


