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Never goodbye, always . . . see you later! 

With mixed emotions, Gracious Grounds would like to announce the departure of two very special people. Our      

Despelder house parents, Wayne and Jody Buttery, moved out of Gracious Grounds and into their first home as a    

married couple! 

From the bottom of our hearts, we can not thank you enough for your 

service and love to Gracious Grounds over the past 18 months! You 

have been the BEACON that has guided, coached and mentored each of 

the residents toward living fulfilled, independent lives. We will always 

be grateful for all that you have done to support this organization!      

Although we are sad to see you leave, we are beyond excited for this 

monumental stage in your lives! Enjoy your new home and always feel 

free to stop by and visit all of your friends at Gracious Grounds!  

In lieu of their departure, Assistant Director, Montana Florea will be stepping in as the new house parent of Despelder. 

Montana Florea is beyond excited to become even more involved in the lives of the residents! 

On July 1st, 2018, Gracious Grounds celebrated TWO years at the Despelder house and ONE year at our Ohio Avenue 

apartments. Residents have continued to thrive in their roles as friends, roommates, workers and community members. 

Because we are so proud of the individuals that reside at our properties and the accomplishments that they have made, 

we felt the need to celebrate! Roughly 100 people attended this very hot and sunny celebration!  

Gracious Grounds Celebrates!!! 



Throughout the months of July and August, the    

Rendezvous Family Restaurant sold 965 trees, 

earning Gracious Grounds $1,100.00!! In addition, a 

gracious community member desired to match this 

total and donated $1,000.00!  

Thank you to the following businesses for your 

thoughtful donations!  

 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much!”   - Helen Keller  

Gracious Grounds would like to say THANK YOU to the following local businesses, churches, and non-profits for 

their continued support to our organization through fundraising on our behalf!  

On August 11th, 2018, Stan’s Bar of Spring Lake sponsored 

a softball tournament to benefit Gracious Grounds! They 

sported special Gracious Grounds t-shirts as they hit the field 

for an afternoon of fun! Because of YOU, Stan’s Bar raised 

$4,000.00 to help continue our mission and dream! We are 

so blessed to have been chosen for this opportunity, and we 

will be forever grateful!!! 

Gracious Grounds would like to say a special 

THANK YOU to the staff and 

drivers of Harbor Transit! We are 

so thankful for your caring      

personalities and thoughtful 

hearts that constantly watch over 

our residents!!! Thank you for 

your outstanding service! 

 We would like to say a special, 

heartfelt thank you to Community 

Life Committee for  choosing us to 

be the benefactors of their week3 

@C3 program! For an entire month, 

the members of Community Life 

Committee collected paper products, 

household items, and food for the 

residents of Gracious Grounds! 

In honor of Leppinks Food 

Centers’ 90th anniversary, 

a $.90 hot dog lunch was 

available for all customers to 

enjoy! Each location chose a 

special non-profit to benefit 

from this celebration! Thank 

you Ferrysburg Leppinks for 

the $300.00 gift card!  



The Smith’s Bayou Chili Cook Off was an amazing event that will never be forgotten by our staff, residents and 

families! On August 25th, 2018, the neighborhood of Cecelia Lane came together to socialize, mingle, and raise 

funds for Gracious Grounds! There were 15 different chili entries that were divided into three categories: white chili, 

meek and mild, and hot and spicy. Our Executive Director and Assistant Director were both honored and humbled to 

serve as judges for the Judge’s Choice Award. We are so grateful to live in such a giving community! Thank you   

Rebecca Hopp, JoAnn Grotman, and all the Chefs for their hard work and dedication to this tasteful event!  

Thank you to the Barker’s for an afternoon 

on the lake at Croton Dam! Thank you for 

the delicious hot dogs, burgers, and snacks! 

Lots of fun was had by all and we can’t 

wait to come back again!  
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Do you like to drive? We can use your  help with transpor tation for  

our residents when Harbor Transit is not available! 

Do you like to cook? Do you have a favor ite recipe that you would 

like to cook for us or with us?  

Do you like to craft? Would you like to craft with our  residents? Our  

residents would love to craft with YOU!  

Do you enjoy exercising? Would you like to put on an exercise class 

for our residents?  

 

Gracious Grounds is now producing our own vegetables! A special thanks to 

Paul Koons for  using his woodworking talents to build us three spacious 

garden beds! Thank you to Verplank Trucking for 

their gracious donation of dirt! 

Thank you for allowing us to 

watch and sit in the big truck! 

The Despelder property is now 

equipped with all new hallway and 

bedroom windows! Thank you 

Westwind Construction for  all of 

your hard work!  

What’ s new at Gracious Grounds? 


